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Karl J. Weintraub Professor Emeritus
Department of History and The College
The University of Chicago
1126 East 59th Street
Chicago, IL 60637
Phone (773) 702-8397

Home page https://www.constantinfasolt.org
Email icon@uchicago.edu

EMPLOYMENT

2017—present The University of Chicago, Department of History and The College: Karl J.
Weintraub Professor Emeritus

2005-2008 The University of Chicago: Master of the Social Sciences Collegiate Division,
Associate Dean of The College, Deputy Dean of the Division of the Social
Sciences

2002-2003 University of Notre Dame, Department of History and Medieval Institute:
Visiting Professor

1999-2000 The University of Virginia, Corcoran Department of History: Visiting
Professor

1983-2017 The University of Chicago, Department of History and The College:

Assistant Professor, (1983-1990), Associate Professor (1990—1998),
Professor (1999-2007), Katl J. Weintraub Professor (2007-2017)

1979-1983 Columbia University: Preceptor in History (1979-1981), Lecturer in History
(1981-1983)

DEGREES

13 May 1981 Ph.D. in History, with distinction, Columbia University

Dissertation: "William Durant the Younget's Tractatus de modo generalis
concilii celebrandi: An Early 14th-Century Conciliar Theory"

18 March 1981 Dissertation Defense, Columbia University
25 January 1978  M.Phil in History, Columbia University
12 May 1976 M.A. in History, Columbia University
Thesis: "Lanfranc of Canterbury's Relationship with William I"
May 30, 1969 Abitur. Beethoven-Gymnasium Bonn
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EDUCATION

1975-1981
1974-1975
1972-1974
1969-1971
1961-1969

LANGUAGES

Columbia University, New York
Ruprecht-Karls-Universitit, Heidelberg
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitit, Bonn
Gebirgsfernmeldebataillon 8, Murnau
Beethoven-Gymnasium, Bonn

German (native speaker)

French (read fluently, spoken with practice)

Latin (read fluently)

Russian (read with dictionary, spoken with practice)
Greek, Italian, Spanish, Dutch (read with dictionary)

SELECTED GRANTS, HONORS, AND FELLOWSHIPS

2014

2013-2014
2009-2010
2007

2005

2004

2003-2004

2003-2004
2003-20006
2002-2003

2000

1999-2000

1998-1999
1996-1997
1996-1997
1995

1993
1992-1993

Constantin Fasolt

"Shaking Historicism: A Symposium Honoring Constantin Fasolt."
Department of History, The University of Chicago

Sabbatical Leave, The University of Chicago

Sabbatical Leave, The University of Chicago

First holder of the Karl J. Weintraub Chair, The College of The University of
Chicago

William Evans Visiting Fellow (by invitation), University of Otago, Dunedin,
New Zealand

University of Chicago Nominee for the 2006 Robert Foster Cherry Award
for Great Teaching

Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington,
DC

Fellowship (declined), American Council of Learned Societies
Research Grants, Division of the Social Sciences, The University of Chicago

Visiting Professor, Department of History and The Medieval Institute,
University of Notre Dame

Summer Research Fellowship (by invitation), Herzog August Bibliothek,
Wolfenbtttel

Visiting Professor, Corcoran Department of History, The University of
Virginia

Research Grant, Division of the Social Sciences, The University of Chicago
Fellowship, John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation

Fellowship, National Humanities Center, Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation

Summer Research Fellowship, Max-Planck-Institute for European Legal
History, Frankfurt

President's Lecture, Reed College, Portland, OR
Research Grant, Division of the Social Sciences, The University of Chicago
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1992-1993 Sabbatical Leave, The University of Chicago

1989 Llewellyn John and Harriet Manchester Quantrell Award for Excellence in
Undergraduate Teaching, The College of The University of Chicago

1987-1988 Research Grant, Division of the Social Sciences, The University of Chicago

1985-1986 Fellowship, Institute for European History, Mainz

1985-1986 Research Grant, American Philosophical Society

1981-1983 Mellon Foundation Fellowship, Society of Fellows in the Humanities,
Columbia University

1976-1977 Fellowship, Germanistic Society of America

1976-1979 President's Fellowship, Columbia University

1975-1976 Fellowship, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, Columbia University

BOOKS AND EDITED BOOKS

In progress: States of Shock: A Theory of Eurgpean History. For submission to University of Virginia
Press.

2020 Osvaldo Cavallar and Julius Kirshner. Jurists and Jurisprudence in Medieval Italy: Texts and
Contexts. With the help of Constantin Fasolt. Toronto Studies in Medieval Law, vol. 4.
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2020.

2014 Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern European History. Studies in Medieval and
Reformation Traditions, ed. Andrew Colin Gow, vol. 182. Leiden: Brill, 2014.

2005 Hermann Conting's New Discourse on the Roman-German Emperor. Ed. and trans.
Constantin Fasolt. Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, vol. 282. Tempe, AZ:
Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 2005.

2004 The Limits of History. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2004.

1993—present: General Editor of New Perspectives on the Past, an interdisciplinary series of original
books on fundamental issues in history for specialists and non-specialists founded by R.
I. Moore in 1983 and published by Cornell University Press, Blackwell, and Wiley. The
following books were published during my editorship: David Arnold, The Problem of
Nature (1996); Bruce Trigger, Sociocultural Evolution (1998); David Tutley, Slavery (2000);
Merry Wiesner, Gender in History (2001, 2nd edition 2010); William Ray, The Logic of
Culture (2001); Francis Oakley, Kingship (2000); Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism,
2nd edition (20006).

1991 Council and Hierarchy: The Political Thought of William Durant the Younger. Cambridge Studies
in Medieval Life and Thought, 4th series, ed. D. E. Luscombe, R. B. Dobson, and
Rosamond McKitterick. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

SELECTED ARTICLES, CHAPTERS IN BOOKS, AND OTHER PUBLISHED WRITINGS

2015 "History, Law, and Justice: Empirical Method and Conceptual Confusion in the History
of Law." In "Law As . . ." IIl—Glossolalia: Toward a Minor (Historical) [urisprudence. EQ.
Christopher L. Tomlins. UC Irvine Law Review 5 (2015): 413—62.

2014 "Introduction: A Program of Research." In Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern
European History, by Constantin Fasolt, 1-106. Leiden: Brill, 2014.
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—  "The Manuscripts and Editions of William Durant the Younget's Tractatus de modo
generalis concilii celebrandi—Revised." In Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern
Eurgpean History, by Constantin Fasolt, 109-51. Leiden: Brill, 2014. Corrected and
expanded version of "The Manuscripts and Editions of William Durant the Younget's
Tractatus de modo generalis concilii celebrandi."" Annuarinm historiae conciliorum 10 (1978): 290—
3009.

—  "A New View of William Durant the Younger's "Tractatus de modo generalis concilii
celebrandi'." In Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern European History, by
Constantin Fasolt, 152-92. Leiden: Brill, 2014. Updated version of "A New View of
William Durant the Younger's "Tractatus de modo generalis concilii celebrandi'." Traditio
37 (1981): 291-324.

—  "Research on William Durant the Younget's Tractatus de modo generalis concilii celebrands: A
Critical Review." In Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern European History, by
Constantin Fasolt, 193-221. Leiden: Brill, 2014. English translation of "Die Erforschung
von Wilhelm Durant d. J. Tractatus de modo generalis concilii celebrands: Eine kritische
Ubersicht." Annuarinm historiae conciliornm 12 (1980): 205-28.

—  "The Reception of William Durant the Younger's Treatises in Late Medieval and Early
Modern Times." In Past Sense: Studies in Medieval and Early Modern Enropean History, by
Constantin Fasolt, 270-93. Leiden: Brill, 2014. English translation of "Die Rezeption der
Traktate des Wilhelm Durant d. ]. im spaten Mittelalter und in der frihen Neuzeit." In
Das Publikum politischer Theorie im 14. Jabrbundert: Zu den Rezeptionsbedingungen politischer
Philosophie im spdteren Mittelalter, ed. Jurgen Miethke, 61-80. Munich: Oldenbourg, 1992.

2013 "Breaking up Time—Escaping from Time: Self-Assertion and Knowledge of the Past."
In Breaking Up Time: Negotiating the Borders between Present, Past and Future, ed. Chris Lorenz
and Berber Bevernage, 176-96. Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2013.

2012 "Saving Renaissance and Reformation: History, Grammar, and Disagreements with the
Dead." Religions 3 (2012): 662—80. Reprinted in From the Renaissance to the Modern World: A
Tribute to John M. Headley, ed. Peter Iver Kaufman, 68-86. Basel: MDPI, 2013.

2011 "Scholarship and Periodization." History and Theory 50 (2011): 414-24. Review Essay of
Kathleen Davis, Periodization and Sovereignty: How Ideas of Feudalism and Secularization Govern
the Politics of Time. Middle Ages series. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press,
2008.

—  "Respect for the Word: What Calvin and Wittgenstein Had against Images." In John
Calvin, Myth and Reality: Images and Impact of Geneva’s Reformer. Papers of the 2009 Calvin
Studies Society Colloguinm, ed. Amy Nelson Burnett, 165-90. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books,
2011.

2009  "Recentering the West?" in Recent Themes in World History and the History of the West:
Historians in Conversation, ed. Donald A. Yerxa, 98—103. Columbia, SC: University of
South Carolina Press, 2009. Reprinted from Historically Speaking 9 ntr. 2 (Nov/Dec 2007):
14-16.

2008  "Hegel's Ghost: Europe, the Reformation, and the Middle Ages." Zator 39 (2008): 345—
86.

2007  "Religious Authority and Ecclesiastical Governance, 1300-1700." In The Renaissance
World, ed. John Jeffries Martin, 364—80. London: Routledge, 2007.
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—  Invited contributor to the forum "Recentering the West," by John M. Headley, Sanjay
Subrahmanyam, Constantin Fasolt, and John M. Hobson. Historically Speaking 9 no. 2
(Nov/Dec 2007): 9-19.

—  "Hermann Conring and the European History of Law." In Po/itics and Reformations:
Histories and Reformations. Essays in Honor of Thomas A. Brady, Jr., ed. Christopher Ocker,
Michael Printy, Peter Starenko, and Peter Wallace, 113-34. Studies in medieval and
Reformation traditions, ed. Andrew Colin Gow, vol. 127. Leiden: Brill, 2007.

2006  "History and Religion in the Modern Age." In History and Theory, Theme Issue 45: Religion
and History, ed. David Gary Shaw, 10-26. Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University, 2000.

2005 "Red Herrings: Relativism, Objectivism, and Other False Dilemmas." Sria della
storiografia 48 (2005): 17-26.
—  "Empire the Modern Way." Disquisitions on the Past & Present 13 (2005): 73-82.

—  "The Limits of History: An Exchange." By Constantin Fasolt, Allan Megill, and Gabrielle
M. Spiegel. Historically Speaking 6 no. 5 (May/June 2005): 5-17.
2004 "Political Unity and Religious Diversity: Hermann Conring's Confessional Writings and
the Preface to Aristotle's Politics of 1637." In Confessionalization in Europe, 1555—1700:
Essays in Honor and Memory of Bodo Nischan, ed. John M. Headley, Hans J. Hillerbrand, and
Anthony J. Papalas, 319—-45. Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004.

2002 "Report on Enrollment and Teaching, 1996 to 2001." University of Chicago Record, Angust
15, 2002, vol. 37 nr. 1 (2002): 1-7.

2001 "Europiische Geschichte, zweiter Akt: Die Reformation." In Dze deutsche Reformation
gwischen Spatmittelalter und Frither Neuzeit, ed. Thomas A. Brady, 231-50. Munich: R.
Oldenbourg, 2001.

—  "Hermann Conring and the Republic of Letters." In Die europdische Gelehrtenrepublik im
Zeitalter des Konfessionalisnus. The European Republic of Letters in the Age of Confessionalism, ed.
Herbert Jaumann, 141-53. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2001.

—  "Author and Authenticity in Conring's New Discourse on the Roman-German Emperor: A
Seventeenth-Century Case Study." Renaissance Quarterly 54 (2001): 188-220.

—  "Voluntarism and Conciliarism in the Work of Francis Oakley." History of Political Thonght
22 (2001): 41-52.
1998  "Sovereignty and Heresy." In Infinite Boundaries: Order, Disorder, and Reorder in Early Modern
German Culture, ed. Max Reinhart, 381-91. Kirksville, Missouri: Sixteenth Century Essays
& Studies, 1998.

1997  "A Question of Right: Hermann Conring's 'New Discourse on the Roman-German
Emperor'." Sixcteenth Century Journal 28 (1997): 739-58.

—  "William Durant the Younger and Conciliar Theory." Journal of the History of Ideas 58
(1997): 385-402.

1996  "Texts, Society, and Time, or: Why it Helps to Read Great Books." Published online by
Fathom at https://fathom.lib.uchicago.edu/1/77777760806/textsocss.pdf and by the
Association for Core Texts and Courses at
https://www.coretexts.org/publications/sample-papers/ texts-society-and-time-why-it-
helps-to-read-great-books?v={24485ae434a

1995 "Visions of Order in the Canonists and Civilians." In Handbook of European History, 1400—
1600: Late Middle Ages, Renaissance and Reformation, ed. Thomas A. Brady, Jr., Heiko
Oberman, and James Tracy, 2:31-59. Leiden: Brill, 1995.
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1992 "Die Rezeption der Traktate des Wilhelm Durant d. J. im spiten Mittelalter und in der
frihen Neuzeit." In Das Publifum politischer Theorie im 14. Jabrhundert: Zu den
Rezeptionsbedingungen politischer Philosophie im spateren Mittelalter, ed. Jirgen Miethke, 61-80.
Munich: Oldenbourg, 1992.

1991  "Quod omnes tangit ab omnibus approbari debet: The Words and the Meaning." In I
Ture Veritas: Studies in Canon Law in Memory of Schafer Williams, ed. Steven Bowman and
Blanche Cody, 21-55. Cincinnati, Ohio: University of Cincinnati, College of Law, 1991.

1989  "From Helmstedt via Mainz to Paris: Hermann Conring and Hugues de Lionne." In
Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History 16, ed. Gordon C.
Bond, 126-34. Auburn: Western Society for French History, 1989.

1988  "At the Crossroads of Law and Politics: William Durant the Younget's "Treatise' on
Councils." Bulletin of Medieval Canon Law n. s. 18 (1988): 43—-53.

1987  "Conring on History." In Supplementum Festivum: Studies in Honor of Paul Oskar Kristeller, ed.
James Hankins, John Monfasani, and Frederick Purnell, 563-87. Binghamton, New
York: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1987.

1981 "A New View of William Durant the Younger's "Tractatus de modo generalis concilii
celebrandi'." Traditio 37 (1981): 291-324.

1980 "Die Erforschung von Wilhelm Durant d. J. "Tractatus de modo generalis concilii
celebrandi': Rine kritische Ubersicht." Annuarium Historiae Conciliorum 12 (1980): 205-28.

1978  "The Manuscripts and Editions of William Durant the Younger's "Tractatus de modo
generalis concilii celebrandi'." Annuarium Historiae Conciliornm 10 (1978): 290-309.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO READINGS IN WESTERN
CIVILIZATION

1987 Translation of Philippe Duplessis-Mornay, "Vindiciae contra Tyrannos." In Early Modern
Europe: Crisis of Authority, ed. Eric Cochrane, Charles M. Gray, and Mark A. Kishlansky,
trans. Constantin Fasolt, 103-37. University of Chicago Readings in Western
Civilization, ed. John W. Boyer and Julius Kirshner, vol. 6. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1987.

1986 Translations of sections 6, 15, 29, 45, 58, 59, 61, 62, 64, 65, and 69 in Medieval Enrgpe, ed.
Julius Kirshner and Karl F. Morrison, trans. Constantin Fasolt. University of Chicago
Readings in Western Civilization, ed. John W. Boyer and Julius Kirshner, vol. 4. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1986.

Section 6: Regino of Priim, "On the Breakdown of the Carolingian Empire," pp. 55—
00.

Section 15: "Customs of Saint-Omer," pp. 87-95.

Section 29: "Letters of Ivo of Chartres and Ioscerannus of Rome on Lay Investiture
(1111-12)," pp. 164-9.

Section 45: Bernard Gui, "Manual of the Inquisitor," pp. 304—-12.

Section 58: "Letter of Innocent III to the Crusaders (1203)," pp. 360-2.

Section 59: "Letter of Innocent 111 to the People of Metz (1199)," pp. 362-7.
Section 61: "Eyewitness Account of the Fourth Lateran Council (2015)," pp. 369-76.
Section 62: "Walther von der Vogelweide Criticizes the Papacy," pp. 376-7.

Section 64: "The General Assembly of Paris, June 1303," pp. 383-93.
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Section 65: "Ludwig the Bavarian's Appeal to a General Council (1324)," pp. 393—
402.
Section 69: Nicholas of Clémanges, "On the Ruin and the Repair of the Church (ca.
1400)," pp. 434-406.
1986  Revised Lists of Suggested Readings in History of Western Civilization: A Handbook, by
William H. McNeill. 6th ed, 28-30, 97-9, 117, 154-5, 1957, 205-6, 232-3, 240, 3668,
418-19, 488-90, 593—06, 649-52. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986.

IN THE MEDIA

2016 Hansong Li and Paige Pendarvis, "Start Here Now: Interview with Constantin Fasolt."
Chicago Journal of History (Spring 2016) 54—63. Available at
http://cjh.uchicago.edu/issues/spring16/6.10.pdf

2008  Joanne Berens, "Remembering One of the Greats." The Core College Magazine of the
University of Chicago, Fall/Winter 2008. Available at
http//thecore.uchicago.edu/fallwinter08/the-greats.shtml

2008  "Biking adds to a healthy lifestyle, subtracts from costly commute." The University of
Chicago Chronicle, November 20, 2008. Available at
http//chronicle.uchicago.edu/081120/bike.shtml

1998  Ethan Bronner, "Winds of Academic Change Rustle University of Chicago." New York
Times, Dec. 28, 1998. Available at https//www.nytimes.com/1998/12/28/us/winds-of-
academic-change-rustle-university-of-chicago.html

REVIEWS

2005  Michael Mitterauer, Warum Europa? Mittelalterliche Grundlagen eines Sonderwegs. Munich: C.
H. Beck, 2003. In Journal of Modern History 77 (2005): 743-5.

2000  Francis Oakley, Politics and Eternity: Studies in the History of Medieval and Early-Modern Political
Thonght. Studies in the history of Christian thought, ed. Heiko A. Oberman, vol. 92.
Leiden: Brill, 1999. In Sixzeenth Century Journal 31 (2000): 823-5.

1998  Ann M. Blair, The Theater of Nature: Jean Bodin and Renaissance Science. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1997. In Sixteenth Century Journal 29 (1998): 1178-80.

1996  Ulrich Meier, Mensch und Biirger: Die Stadt im Denken spatmittelalterlicher Theologen, Philosophen
und Juristen. Munich: R. Oldenbourg Verlag, 1994. In German History 14 (1996): 84—85.

1993 Gerhard Dohrn-van Rossum, Die Geschichte der Stunde: Ubren und moderne Zeitordnungen.
Munich: Carl Hanser Verlag, 1992. In Bryn Mawr Classical Reviews 4 nr. 6 (1995). Also
distributed on mediev-1@ukanvm.bitnet and renais-l@ulkyvm.bitnet.

1992 Michael Stolleis, Geschichte des dffentlichen Rechts in Deutschland, 1: Reichspublizistik und
Policeywissenschaft, 1600—1800. Munich: C. H. Beck, 1988. In Journal of Modern History 64
(1992): 417-19.

1991  Robin B. Barnes, Prophecy and Gnosis: Apocalypticisn in the Wake of the Lutheran Reformation.
Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1988. In Journal of Modern History 63 (1991): 596-9.

1989  Harm Klueting, Die Lehre von der Macht der Staaten: Das aussenpolitische Machtproblem in der

"politischen Wissenschaft'" und in der praktischen Politik im 18. Jabrhundert. Berlin: Duncker &
Humblot, 1986. In Journal of Modern History 61 (1989): 574—0.
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1984  Peter Partner, The Murdered Magicians: The Templars and Their Myth. Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1982. In Renaissance Quarterly 37 (1984): 67-9.

1982  Peter Herde, Cilestin V. (1294): Der Engelpapst. Stuttgart: Hiersemann, 1981. In Awmerican
Historical Review 87 (1982): 1375.

SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS, LECTURES, AND OTHER UNPUBLISHED
WRITINGS

2016 "Knowledge of the Past: Neither Theory nor Understanding." Invited participant in a
panel at the annual meeting of the Social Science History Association, Chicago.

—  First speaker at the History Graduate Student Associations student-faculty lunchtime
events, Department of History, University of Chicago.

2015 "Historical Methodology." Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.

2014 Commentator on papers by Marshall Sahlins and Franc¢ois Hartog for the concluding
panel of an international conference on "Varieties of Historical Experience" organized
by Stephan Palmié (University of Chicago) and Charles Stewart (University College
London). Neubauer Collegium project on "The Anthropology of History." University of
Chicago.

—  "Liberty & Fear: A History of Europe, 1000—2000." University of California-San Diego
Institute for International, Comparative, and Area Studies, San Diego, CA.

—  "History, Law, and Justice: Empirical Method and Conceptual Confusion in the History
of Law." International symposium "Law As ... III: Glossolalia — Creating a
Multidisciplinary Historical Jurisprudence." University of California Irvine School of
Law, Irvine, CA.

2013  Concluding Roundtable Discussant for an International Conference on "Union and
Disunion: Comparing Political Unions in the Late Medieval and Early Modern World,
1350-1801." Center for Renaissance Studies, Newberry Library, Chicago.

—  "From Start to Finish: A Program of Research." Early Modern Workshop, University of
Chicago.

2012 "Saving Renaissance and Reformation: History, Grammar, and Disagreements with the
Dead." Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.

—  Invited Panel Chair and Commentator for an International Symposium on "'Law As ..."
(II): History as Interface for the Interdisciplinary Study of Law," organized by
Christopher Tomlins, University of California-Irvine School of Law, Irvine, CA.

2011  "Saving Renaissance and Reformation: Antiquity's Significance in European History."
Contribution to the conference "From the Renaissance to the Modern World: A
Symposium in Honor of John Headley" organized the University of North Carolina
Program in Medieval and Early Modern Studies University of North Carolina, Chapel
Hill, NC.

—  "The Craft of History." Discussion with Milt Rosenberg on "Extension 720." WGN
Radio, Chicago.

—  "Breaking up Time—Escaping from Time: Self-Assertion and Knowledge of the Past."
Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies Workshop, "Breaking up Time: Settling the
Borders between the Present, the Past and the Future." Freiburg, Germany.

2009 "Respect for the Word: What Calvin and Wittgenstein Had against Images." Calvin
Studies Society Colloquium. Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, MI.
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2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

Constantin Fasolt

"Western Exceptionalism and Universality Revisited." Panel presentation by John M.
Headley and Constantin Fasolt. History and Human Rights Workshop and Early
Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.

"Hegel's Ghost: Europe, the Reformation, and the Middle Ages." Early Modern
Workshop, University of Chicago.

"The History of Law and the Rise of Legal History in Early Modern Europe: Hermann
Conring Reconsidered." Annual Conference of the American Society for Legal History,
Baltimore, MD.

"Religious Authority and Ecclesiastical Governance, 1300-1700." Early Modern
Workshop, University of Chicago.

"History and Religion in the Modern Age." Conference on "Religion and History."
History and Theory, Middletown, CT.

"From Universal Hierarchy to Individual Liberty: The Transformation of Religious
Authority in Early Modern Europe." Public lecture, University of Otago, Dunedin, New
Zealand.

"The Limits of History." Colloquium, Department of History, University of Otago,
Dunedin, New Zealand.

"Red Herrings: Objectivism, Relativism, and Other False Dilemmas." International
Commission on the History and Theory of Historiography, 20® International Congtess
of Historical Sciences, Sydney, Australia.

"Hermann Conring and the European History of Law." Institute of History and
Philology, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan.

"Europe, the Reformation, and the Middle Ages." European History Colloquium,
Department of History, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY.

Chair and commentator for the panel "Interpersonal Networks and the Conduct of
Politics in Early Modern Germany," organized by Daniel Riches. Sixteenth Century
Studies Conference, Toronto, Canada.

"Separation of Church and State: The Past and Future of Sacred and Profane." Fourth
National Conference of The Historical Society, "Reflections on the Current State of
Historical Inquiry." Boothbay Harbor, ME.

Invited contributor to the symposium "One Nation or Two? Modern History and the
Crisis of the Federal Union," organized by Nicholas Onuf and Peter Onuf. International
Center for Jefferson Studies, Charlottesville, VA.

"The Limits of History." Book launch, with commentary by Gabrielle M. Spiegel,
Krieger-Eisenhower Professor of History, Johns Hopkins University, Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC.

"Religious Diversity and Political Unity: Hermann Conring’s Confessional Writings and
the Preface to Aristotle’s Po/itics of 1637." Department of History, Catholic University,
Washington, DC.

"Liberty and Fear of Barbarism in European History." Colloquium, Woodrow Wilson
International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC.

"Empire the Modern Way." Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America,
Toronto, Canada.

"Report on Enrollment and Teaching, 1996-2001." Deans' and Chairs' Meeting, 27
September 2002, University of Chicago.
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1999

1998

1997

1996

Constantin Fasolt

"Truth in History." Colloquium, Intellectual History Seminar, Notre Dame University.
Invited contributor "Liberty in Joseph Conrad's Under Western Eyes." Toronto, Canada.
"Religion in History." Fourth Midwest German History Workshop, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, WI.

"Lotd of the World: Conring versus Bartolus." Stipendiatenkolloquium, Herzog August
Bibliothek, Wolfenbiittel, Germany.

"States of Shock: Law and the European Frame of Mind." Four public lectures,
Corcoran Department of History, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA.
"Blindsided by the Evidence." Lilly Colloquium, National Humanities Center, Research
Triangle Park, NC.

"Europdische Geschichte, Zweiter Akt: Die Reformation." International Research
Colloquium, "Die Deutsche Reformation zwischen Spitmittelalter und Friher Neuzeit."
Historisches Kolleg, Munich, Germany.

"Voluntarism and Conciliarism in the Work of Francis Oakley." Politica: Society for the
Study of Medieval Political Thought, American Cusanus Society, Thirty-Fourth
International Congress of Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,
MI.

"Change of Paradigm in Early Modern Law." Division of Late Medieval and
Reformation Studies, Thirty-Fourth International Congress of Medieval Studies, Western
Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

"Author and Authenticity in Conring's 'New Discourse on the Roman German-
Emperor": A Seventeenth-Century Case Study." Renaissance Seminar, University of
Chicago.

"Authoritative Christianity in Medieval Latin Europe." Annual Meeting of the American
Society of Church History and the American Historical Association, Washington, DC.
"Colonialism Before Its Time." Second Midwest German History Workshop, University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI.

"The State of the Field: Observations on the Study of Early Modern Political Thought."
Invited contribution to the Plenary Roundtable, Sixteenth Century Studies Conference,
Toronto, Canada.

"The Medieval Gap: Why Core Courses Misrepresent the Middle Ages." Fourth Annual
Conference of the Association for Core Texts and Courses, Asheville, NC.

"The Shadow of the Emperor: Hermann Conring's Thoughts on History and Power."
International Conference, "The European Republic of Letters." Herzog August
Bibliothek, Wolfenbiittel, Germany.

"A Question of Right: Hermann Conring's New Discourse on the Roman-German Emperor."
Department of History, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC.

"Understanding Empire: Hermann Conring's Thoughts on Power and Knowledge."
Renaissance Workshop, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC.

"What's the Subject?" Colloquium, National Humanities Center, Research Triangle Park,
NC.

"Questions and Answers in Favor of the Core as Currently Understood and Practiced,
or, How to Produce Intellectual Zest and Featlessness." A manifest composed for the
College Curriculum Group, by Andrew Abbott, Constantin Fasolt, Wendy Olmsted,
Richard Strier, and Peter Vandervoort, University of Chicago.
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—  "The Structure of Medieval and Early Modern European History." Northwestern
University Consortium of School Districts, Northwestern University, Chicago.

—  "Texts, Society, and Time." Plenary Address, Second Annual Conference of the
Association for Core Texts and Courses, Philadelphia, PA.

1995  "Sovereignty and Heresy." First International Conference of Frithe Neuzeit
Interdisziplindr, Duke University, Durham, NC.

—  "The Significance of William Durant the Younger." Conference on "Law, Authority and
Consent in the Roman Catholic Tradition." Institute of Human Values, Saint Mary's
University, Halifax, Canada.

—  "Bartolus on the Lord of the World." Twenty-Ninth International Congress on Medieval
Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

—  Organizer and presenter for the panel "The Emperor in Late Medieval Legal and
Political Thought," with Robert L. Benson, Chair (University of California at Los
Angeles), Constantin Fasolt (University of Chicago), Steven G. Lane (University of
Chicago), and Cary Nederman (University of Arizona). Twenty-Ninth International
Congress on Medieval Studies, Kalamazoo, MI.

—  Co-organizer with Ian Morris and Richard Saller of the Western Civilization Conference
on "The Ancient World in Western Civilization," with papers by Barry S. Strauss
(Cornell University), Virginia Hunter (York University), Carolyn Osiek (Catholic
Theological Union at Chicago), and Richard Saller (University of Chicago), University of
Chicago.

—  "Visions of Order in the Canonists and Civilians, 1400-1600." History of Political
Theory Workshop, University of Chicago.

1993  "Hermann Conring's New Account of the Roman-German Emperor." Sixteenth Century
Studies Conference, St. Louis, MO.

—  "Liberal Education in a Historical Context." President's Lecture, Reed College, Portland,
OR.

1992 Chair of the conference panel "Renaissance and Reformation," with Birgit Stolt
(University of Stockholm), Barbara Bauer (University of Munich), and James Murphy
(University of California, Davis), at the Centennial Conference, "Rhetoric Old and New:
From Notker to Nietzsche and Beyond." Department of Germanic Languages and
Literatures, University of Chicago.

1991 "Leipzig in Early Modern Times." Frithe Neuzeit Interdisziplindr, Sixteenth Century
Studies Conference, Philadelphia, PA.

—  Coordinator of a workshop on early modern Germany with lectures by Merry Wiesner
(University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee), Kristin Zapalac (Washington University), Ronnie
Po-chia Hsia (New York University), Steven Lestition (Princeton University), and
Anthony La Vopa (North Carolina State University), Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
the Study of Europe, University of Chicago.

—  "From Hierarchy to Sovereignty: The Conciliar Movement, the End of the Middle Ages,
and the Beginning of Modernity." Twenty-Sixth International Congress on Medieval
Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI.

—  "The Conciliar Movement, the End of the Middle Ages, and the Beginning of Modern
History." Inaugural Lecture, Division of the Social Sciences, University of Chicago.
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1990  "The Semantics of Abuse: An Inquiry into the Causes of the Reformation." Sixteenth
Century Studies Conference, St. Louis, MO.

—  "The American Historian of Europe: A Question of Identity." Co-presentation with
Nancy Green and Sheila Fitzpatrick, Modern European Studies Workshop, University of
Chicago.

—  Chair and commentator for the panel "The Idea of Reform in the Fifteenth-Century
Councils and Nicholas of Cusa: Ideals and Realities. In Honor of Gerhart B. Ladner."
Twenty-Fifth International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, MI.

1989  "Ecclesiastical Republicanism." Center for Ethics, Rationality, and Society, University of
Chicago.

—  "The Long Life of the Middle Ages." Sixteenth Century Studies Conference,
Minneapolis, MN.

—  "Die Rezeption der Traktate Wilhelm Durants d. J. im spaten Mittelalter und der frithen
Neuzeit." International Colloquium on "The Reception of Political Theory in the Later
Middle Ages." Historisches Kolleg, Munich, Germany.

—  "The German Idea of Freedom and the German Ideology." Invited contribution to a
Symposium in Honor of Leonard Krieger, University of Chicago.

—  "The Church and the Identity of Europe, or: The Long Life of Political Augustinianism."
Society of Fellows in the Humanities, Columbia University, New York, NY.

1988  Co-organizer with Julius Kirshner of a workshop on Early Modern European Legal and
Political Thought, with lectures by Robert Bireley (Loyola University), Thomas A. Brady,
Jr. (University of Oregon), Alison Brown (University of London), Osvaldo Cavallar
(University of Chicago), Maurizio Fioravanti (University of Florence), LuAnn Homza
(University of Chicago), Kenneth Pennington (Syracuse University), John Roth (Goshen
College), J. H. M. Salmon (Bryn Mawr College), and David Wootton (University of
Western Ontario). University of Chicago.

—  "From Helmstedt via Mainz to Paris: Hermann Conring and Hugues de Lionne."
Sixteenth Annual Meeting of the Western Society for French History, Los Angeles, CA.

—  "Political Thought in Early Modern Times: Labels and Types." Sixteenth Century Studies
Conference, St. Louis, MO.

—  "The German Idea of Freedom and the German Ideology: Accident or Choice?" Twelfth
Annual Meeting of the German Studies Association, Philadelphia, PA.

—  "The Paréage of Mende of 1307: Makings of the Ancien Regime." Twenty-Third
International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,
MI.

—  "Saints or Citizens? The Place of the Clergy in William Durant the Younger's Image of
Society." Midwest Medieval History Conference, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, MI.

1987 "Reformation Manners: Reflections on the Change from Medieval to Modern Ways of
Thought and Action." Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Tempe, AZ.

—  "Hermann Conring's Commentary on Machiavelli." Eleventh Annual Meeting of the

German Studies Association, St. Louis, MO.
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—  Co-presentation with Julius Kirshner on "Decline and Endings in Western Civilization."
Conference on "Familiarizing Devices and the Study of Civilizations," University of
Chicago.

—  "The Protestant Reformation and Education." Lecture in Western Civilization,
University of Chicago.

—  "Romanticism in the Middle Ages: The Case of William Durant the Younger."
Conference of the Medieval Association of the Midwest, Cleveland, OH.

—  "A Text at the Crossroads of Law and Politics: William Durant the Younger's Treatise
on Councils." Fourteenth St. Louis Conference on Manuscript Studies, St. Louis, MO.

1986  "Recht und Interesse: Das Konzil bei Wilhelm Durant d. J." Department of History,
University of Heidelberg, Germany.

1984  "The Problem of Peace in Post-War Germany." Department of History, University of
Chicago.

—  "William Durant the Younger: Past Work and Future Problems." Department of
History, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, IL.

1983  "Origins of the Conciliar Theory: William Durant the Younger." Annual Meeting of the
American Historical Association, San Francisco, CA.

—  "The Society of Fellows in the Humanities." Society of Fellows in the Humanities,
Columbia University, New York, NY.

—  "The Political Context of Early Gallicanism and the Conciliar Theory." Department of
History, University of Chicago.

—  "Immanuel Kant." King's Table Lecture, The College, Columbia University, New York,
NY.

—  "Counsel or Consent? The Conciliar Theory of William Durant the Younger."
Eighteenth International Congress on Medieval Studies, Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, MI.

1982  "The Exciting World of Conciliarism." Society of Fellows in the Humanities, Columbia
University, New York, NY.

1981 "The Middle Ages." King's Table Lecture, The College, Columbia University, New York,
NY.

1978  "William Durant the Younger: The Origins of Conciliarism." Medieval Studies
Conference, State University of New York, Stony Brook, NY.

UNPUBLISHED GUIDES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Note: these guides are available for download at https://www.constantinfasolt.org/teaching.

A. For Graduate Students

"Basic Advice for Graduate Students of History" (2008), 21 pp.
"How to Get on Top of the State of the Professional Art in Early Modern European
History" (2011), 11 pp.

"Roadmap through the Ph.D. Program in Early Modern European History" (2011), 4 pp.
"Guide to the Study of Early Modern European History for Students Preparing their Oral
Examination" (1991, revised in 1993, 1998, 2000, 2003, and 2011), 104 pp.

"Short Guide to the Oral Examination for Students of Early Modern European History"

(2012, revised in 2014, 2016, 2017), 16 pp.
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"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe, 400-1300: Reading Guide" (1999), 63 pp.

"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe, 1300-1700: Reading Guide" (2000), 5 pp.

"Short Guide to Research in Early Modern European History with Special Reference to the
German Reformation" (1991, revised in 2003), 21 pp.

"Short Guide to Eatly Modern Legal and Political Thought with Special Reference to
Germany" (1993, revised in 2003), 9 pp.

"Short Guide to Classics of History and Politics for Students of Early Modern European
History" (2011), 7 pp.

"History of Western Civilization I, II, III: My Favorite Readings" (1993), 21 pp.

For Undergraduate Students

"Advice to the Students in My Section of 'History of Western Civilization' at the University
of Chicago" (1984, revised 1990, 1991, and 1992), 14 pp.

"Advice to Students of 'History of European Civilization" (2002, revised 2008), 26 pp.

"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe, 400-1300: Reading Guide" (1999), 63 pp.

"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe, 1300-1700: Reading Guide" (2000), 5 pp.

"Writing Papers, Especially in a Course on "The History of Western Civilization' or: The
Trouble with Nominalization" (1995), 10 pp.

COURSES

Note: this list does not include any of the graduate and undergraduate reading courses I gave as
a matter of course in most years of my career.

A.

Constantin Fasolt

Graduate Courses

1) Research Seminars

"The Protestant Reformation."

"Early Modern Political Thought."

"Early Modern European Otrder(s)." Co-taught with Tamar Herzog.

"Medieval Political Thought."

"Christian Politics I and II." Co-taught with David Nirenberg.

"Proseminar: Introduction to the Historiography of Medieval Europe." At the University
of Notre Dame.

"Dissertation Seminar for PhD Students in History." Organized by the Newberry
Library.

2) Colloquia

"The Protestant Reformation."

"Calvin's Institutes."

"Medieval History: An Introduction to the Historiography."

"Early Modern German Intellectual History."

"A Philosophical Introduction to the Study of History."

"Wittgenstein for Historians."

"The Limits of History."
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3) Lecture Courses
"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe I: 400—1300." At Chicago and the
University of Virginia.
"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe II: 1300—1700." At Chicago and the
University of Virginia.
"The History of Europe, 1450—1660."

"Leipzig in Early Modern Europe: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Study of
Europe."

4) Workshops

"Early Modern Legal and Political Thought."
"Interdisciplinary Perspectives on the Study of Europe."
"European Intellectual History." At the University of Virginia.
"Teaching European History at Undergraduate Colleges."

B. Undergraduate Courses

1) Research Seminars

"Junior Colloquium in History." An introduction to historical methods for history
majors.
"Senior Seminar in History." For history majors writing their B.A. theses.

2) Core Curriculum Courses

"History of Western Civilization." Three-quarter course based on close reading of
translated primary sources.

"History of European Civilization." Two-quarter course based on close reading of
translated primary sources.

"Vienna in Western Civilization." Taught in Vienna.

"Classics of Social and Political Thought." Three-quarter course based on close reading
of translated primary sources.

"Introduction to Contemporary Civilization in the West." At Columbia University. Two-
semester course based on close reading of translated primary sources.

3) Colloquia
"The Protestant Reformation."
"Luther On Secular Authority."
"Calvin's Institutes."

"Jean Bodin's Szx Books of the Republic."
"Oswald Spenglet's Decline of the West."

4) Lecture Courses
"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe I: 400—1300." At Chicago and the
University of Virginia.
"Politics, Society, and Social Thought in Europe II: 1300—1700." At Chicago and the
University of Virginia.
"The History of Europe, 1450—1660."
"Wittgenstein's Philosophical Investigations."
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C. Summer Seminars for High School Teachers

"Recent Trends in Historical Scholarship." Readings in early modern European social,
economic, and intellectual history.

"Europe from the Outside." Readings on the relationship between Europe and the rest
of the world with particular attention to the problem of Orientalism and the
conquest of the New World.

"Europe since 1945." Readings on the history of eastern Europe, western Europe,
communism, and the European Community since the second world war.

"Civilization before the Industrial Revolution." Readings on pre-industrial society,
medieval Europe, the genesis of the modern nation state, and the meaning of
"civilization."

"The Idea of Progress." Readings on the history of the idea of progress and its
reconsiderations in the twentieth century from anthropological, philosophical,
social, economic, and scientific perspectives.

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
A. At the University of Chicago

1) For the Department of History

Chair, College History Program 1986—1989

Chair, Curriculum and Teaching Committee 1988—1989
Curriculum and Teaching Committee 1989—-1990
Undergraduate Studies Committee 1989—-1992
Collegiate Affairs Committee, 2000-2003, 2014-2015

Renewal Committees for Junior Colleagues in 1997, 2009, 2010
Tenure Committees in 2001, 2012
Committees for Promotions to Professor 2003, 2004, 2012

Search Committees
Russian History 1988-1989
Chinese History 1989-1990
Medieval History 1993-1994
South Asian History 2004—2005
Eatly Modern History 2008—-2009

Advisory Committee Stand-in 2013
Admissions and Aid Committee 1984—1985

Departmental Recording Secretary Spring 2011
Fellowship Committee 1989-1990

Placement and Awards Committee 1998—1999
Placement and Fellowships Committee 2011-2013
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Eric Cochrane Travel Fellowship Committee 1987-1989
Von Holst Prize Lectureships Selection Committee 1988—-1990, 2001

2) For the Division of the Social Sciences

Deputy Dean, 2005-2008
Marc Perry Galler Prize Committee 1989-1990
Faculty Committee on the Divisional Language Requirement, 2001

3) For the Social Sciences Collegiate Division

Master, Social Sciences Collegiate Division, 2005-2008
Senior Adviser in the Social Sciences 1995-1996, 19971999

Chair, Western Civilization Course 1989—-1992, 1993-1995
Chair, History of European Civilization, 2004
Chair, Classics of Social and Political Thought, 1998-1999, 2002

Western Civilization Personnel Committee 1983—1984

Western Civilization Lecturers and Course Assistants Selection Committee 1989-1992,
1993-1995

Mellon, Harper, and Schmidt Instructors Selection Committee 1987-1988, 1989—-1991,
1993-1996, 1997-1998, 2001, 2005-2008 ex officio
4) For the College
Associate Dean of the College 2005-2008

College Council, Elected Member 1988-1991, 1993—-1995
College Council, Appointed Member 2000-2003
Committee of the College Council, 2000-2003

Search Committee for Master of the Social Sciences Collegiate Division 1996, 2011, 2014
Search Committee for Master of the New Collegiate Division 2013
Search Committee for Dean of Students in the College 1990-1991

Admissions and Enrollment Committee 1990-1992, 1997-1999

Honor Scholarships Selection Committee 19871992, 1994-1995

Chair, Rhodes and Marshall Scholarship Campus Interview Committee, 2004—-2005
Curticulum Committee 1995-1996

Committee on Graduate Student Teaching in the College 2007-2008

Society of Fellows in the Liberal Arts, Senior Fellow 2002-2005
Convocation Speakers Selection Committee 19881989

Retreat on Civilization Courses 1994—1995
Friday Group on the Core Curriculum 1995-1996
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Harper Memorial Library Renovation Steering Group 2007-2008
Online Grading Committee 2007

5) For the University
Chair, University Council on Teaching, 2001-2003

University Board of Computing Activities and Services 1993—-1996
Council on Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences, 2005—2008

Search Committee for the University Registrar, Member, 2006, 2007
Search Committee for the Dean of Rockefeller Chapel, 2008

Committee on Awards and Prizes 2012—2013
Fulbright Fellowships Selection Committee 1983—-1994, 1997-1999, 2000

Member of the Faculty Board, Center for Comparative Legal History, 1993—2000
B. Outside the University of Chicago

Tenure and promotion committees at the University of Chicago, Washington University,
Emory University, University of Toronto

Referee for Fellowship Applications to the American Council of Learned Societies,
Guggenheim Foundation, MacArthur Foundation, Mellon Foundation, National Humanities
Center, Herzog August Bibliothek, Newberry Library

Referee for manuscript submissions to the University of Chicago Press, University of
Virginia Press, Blackwell Publishers, Hackett Publishing, American Historical Review,
Journal of the History of Ideas, Journal of Modern History, Law and History Review, Law
and Social Inquiry, Sixteenth Century Journal

External Review Committee for interdisciplinary undergraduate programs at the University
of British Columbia, Vancouver, 2005

Consultant, Core Curriculum Review, Shimer College, Chicago, Illinois, 2011

Association for Core Texts and Coutrses, Member of the Board, 1996-2000
H-WCiv, Member of the Editorial Board, 1994-2017
H-Teach, Co-Moderator, 1993—-1994

C. Membership in Professional Societies

American Friends of the Herzog August Bibliothek 2001, 2003-2015
Sixteenth Century Studies Conference 2001, 2003-2015

American Cusanus Society 2001-2012

American Historical Association 2003—-2014

Conference for the Study of Political Thought 2004

Medieval Academy of America 2005

World History Association 2007

The Historical Society 2003—-2013
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Renaissance Society 2001-2006, 2007-2013
Friends of the American Philosophical Society 2012-2013
Society for Reformation Research 2000-2014

Constantin Fasolt 19 24 May 2025



